The Newsletter of the Spencerport Central School District

Board sets levy,
tax rate for
				
2022-23 year

CLASS OF 2022!

The Board of Education adopted the 202223 tax levy and tax rate during its meeting
on Jul. 12, after receiving the official
assessment reports from each of our four
towns.
Total assessments came in higher than
initially projected, and although the tax
levy remains the same as previously
communicated, the tax rate for each town
will decrease slightly from our previous
estimates.
The school tax levy for 2022-23 totals
$41,505,516, with the following tax rates:
• Ogden $23.58/$1,000 of assessed value
• Gates $21.24/$1,000 of assessed value
• Greece $22.49/$1,000 of assessed value
• Parma $23.85/$1,000 of assessed value
Please note, as we communicated in the
budget edition of Cornerstone in May, the
equalization rates for each of the towns
is less than 100%, which means that the
properties are assessed at less than 100%
of their market value. Put simply, houses
are selling for significantly higher amounts
than their current assessed values, and for
that reason, you may notice overall higher
percentage tax increases.
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Congratulations to our 254
Spencerport graduates, who
received their diplomas on Friday,
June 24. We are so very proud of
each and every one of our students,
and wish you much happiness in
your future pursuits.
Graduation coverage and more
photos on pages 6-7.

(continued on page 2)

What’s inside
• Thank you voters

• End of year celebrations

• Best wishes to our 2022 retirees

• And much more
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Board sets levy, tax rate for 2022-23 year
Based on the adopted tax rates listed above, an average home valued at $200,000:
Avg. Home
Value:
$150,000

2021-22
Tax
Rate/$1,000

2021-22
School Tax
Bill

2022-23
Equalization
Rate

2022-23 Tax
Rate/$1,000

2022-23
School Tax
Bill

Monthly
Difference

Monthly
difference

Ogden

$24.36

$4,872

82%

$23.58

$4,716

-$156
-3.20%

-$13.00

Gates

$22.69

$4,538

91%

$21.24

$4,248

-$290
-6.39%

-$24.17

Greece

$22.70

$4,540

86%

$22.49

$4,498

-$42
-0.92%

-$3.50

$24.95

$4,990

81%

$23.85

$4,770

-$220
-4.41%

-$18.33

Parma

School districts do not control assessments or equalization rates. School districts only control the tax levy, or the amount that
taxpayers within its boundaries must contribute to the district’s budget.

Thank you,
SCSD voters
On May 17, our community of voters
approved the 2022-23 school budget,
and elected three board candidates for
the Spencerport Board of Education.
A total of 1,342 Spencerport School
District residents voted this year, with
the following results:

Thank you

to outgoing
board members, Kevin Hutton
and Greg Kincaid
On behalf of the district and community, we’d like to formally extend our
appreciation to Kevin Hutton and Greg Kincaid for their service on the
Spencerport Board of Education. Hutton volunteered for 10 years on the
board, and Kincaid for six years. Their leadership and advocacy on behalf of
students will be greatly missed, and we wish you both well. Thank you.

• Proposition 1: the 2022-23 budget
of $88,042,080: 865 in favor (65.3%)
and 459 opposed (34.7%).
• The three candidates elected to the
Board of Education were:
o Megan Sarkis (825);
o Gary Bracken (811);
o Michael Miceli (721).
As the third-highest vote-getter, Miceli
has filled the remaining term (two
years and 40 days) that was vacated
by Kevin Hutton. The remaining two
candidates received votes as follows:
Christopher Spallina (602) Michael
Mayer (469).

Pictured, Superintendent Kristin Swann bestows an honorary degree to board vice
president and acting president, Greg Kincaid, during graduation on June 24.
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Please welcome new (and familiar) faces
on our leadership team
The 2022-23 school year brings a few new faces to our district and administrative team, and we hope you join us in welcoming:

District Administration:

Assistant Principals:

• Dr. Sumara Case is the new director of humanities and will
be responsible for the support of preK-12 instruction in the
areas of English Language Arts (ELA), reading, social studies,
English Language Learners (ELL), library, world languages, and
performing arts. Case has most recently worked in the Pittsford
Central School District, where she served as an assistant
principal at Sutherland High School.

Cosgrove Middle School welcomes two assistant principals, Thomas
Burger and Jamie Hill-Dougherty. They fill the vacancies left by
Dr. David Russell, who accepted a position in another district, and
Tracey D’Alonzo, who resigned to relocate to another state.

• Ms. Suzanne Goff is the new director of STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and will be
responsible for the support of PreK-12 instruction in the areas
of mathematics, science, technology, business, assessments and
extracurricular activities. Goff has most recently worked in
the Gates-Chili Central School District, where she served as
the coordinator of professional development and community
engagement.

• Jamie Hill-Dougherty has worked in the Hilton Central School
District since 2007, as an educator then as an administrative
TOSA (teacher on special assignment) for their high school.

• Burger has worked in the Spencerport School District since 2010,
as a special education teacher, third grade teacher/team leader,
and a district K-5 instructional specialist.

• Spencerport High School welcomes Jennifer Wesp-Liestman as
its newest assistant principal.

The two appointments fill open positions and are part of a
reconfiguration in the Instruction Office to ensure all content areas
have designated administrative leadership. Their responsibilities
will also include providing professional learning opportunities for
faculty and staff.

Dr. Sumara Case

Ms. Suzanne Goff

Wesp-Liestman has been an assistant principal in the Greece
Central School District’s Odyssey Academy since 2018. Her
previous experience also includes being a special education
teacher for Churchville Chili and Greece Central.

Thomas Burger

Jamie Hill-Dougherty

Jennifer Wesp-Liestman
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Congratulations and best
Cosgrove Principal
Jim Centola with
from left, Beth
Bellinger, Marie
Cockey, and Julie
Fish at the 2022
retirement reception
on June 7.

The following SCSD staff retired in 2022. We would like to extend our
deepest appreciation to the following retirees for their years of service
and commitment to the education of our students. Congratulations!
Bernabi: Wendy Britton, Jackie
Hibbard, Brenda Kurz
Canal View: David Hagmier; Sue
Konko, Carol Muehlbauer, Shelly
Remillard
Cosgrove: Beth Bellinger,
Gretchen Breon, Marie Cockey,
Scott DeSimone, Julie Fish, Janet
Gaylord, LuAnne Hughes, Linda
Sauter, Susan Stein
District Office:
Nelson Drake, Maureen Grace,
Linda Kramb, Kathleen Rodriguez

Facilities: Patrick Williams
High School: Laura Costa, Ken
Olson, Karen Politi, Cheryl Snyder
Munn: Kathy Russo, Scott
Schwind, Mira Wojdak
Taylor: Joyce Leising, Rose
Mulhern
Transportation: Anthony Alonci,
Cheryl Collins, Wayne Collins,
Floyd Hopkins III, Ron Jewell Jr.,
David Nau

Pictured,
Retiring Munn
teacher, Scott
Schwind, with
graduate and
former student,
Aiden Quigley
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Catching up: Vanessa (Taylor) Corcoran
Vanessa (Taylor) Corcoran is no stranger
to hard work. She recently published a
memoir entitled “It’s a Marathon, Not a
Sprint: My Road to the Marathon and
Ph.D.”.
After graduating from Spencerport High
School in 2004, Corcoran attended the
College of the Holy Cross and doublemajored in history and medieval and
renaissance studies. She completed both
her master’s and Ph.D. in medieval
history at the Catholic University of
America. During her time in graduate
school, Corcoran began running to help
cope with the rigorous academic demands. She ended up training for and
completing the National Marathon five months later.

Students explore
country’s symbols

Cosgrove students in Denice Welch’s
class spent time throughout the year,
learning about symbols of America. The
unit focused on terms such as freedom,
justice and liberty, and as part of their
work, students created their own artistic
representation of what justice means
to them. Students presented their final
projects during a showcase on June 16.
Photos of their work have also been
sent to the Justice Bell Foundation for
display on their website. The Foundation
is a non-profit organization striving to
educate youth on the importance of the
American women’s suffrage movement
and inspiring current and future voters.

“Finishing that first marathon was a life-changing moment,” said Corcoran.
“I had never done something so physically demanding before and completing
the marathon showed me that I was capable of doing hard things that had
previously seemed insurmountable.”
Since that first marathon, Corcoran has gone on to run the Boston Marathon
twice. Both times she was met at the finish line by her parents, Doug and Judy
Taylor.
Corcoran now lives in Washington D.C. with her husband, Pat, and their
daughter, Lucy. She is an advising dean and professor of history at Georgetown
University. Her recently completed memoir includes stories from her formative
years growing up in Spencerport.

Recognizing champions for education
The Spencerport Central School District joined with 22 public
school districts across the region for the 2022 Community
Champion for Public Education Award and recognition breakfast
to honor area businesses, service organizations and community
leaders who are exceptional supporters of local public schools and
students.
Superintendent Kristin Swann and high school business
education teacher, Melissa Garofalo, nominated the Westside
Family YMCA and its child care program director, Melissa Allen,
and aquatics program director, Meghan Angel, for the recognition.
The nomination said, “Westside Family YMCA employs a large
number of Spencerport High School students who participate in
the school-to-career program, and Ms. Allen and Ms. Angel in
particular are incredibly collaborative in providing opportunities
for our students.”
On behalf of Spencerport and program sponsor, A Community
Together (ACT) for Education, we truly appreciate and value our
partnerships with local business and community partners.

Pictured are, l-r, Ashley Aureli, YMCA pre-K teacher;
Melissa Garofalo, SHS teacher; Melissa Allen, YMCA
nominee; and Kristin Swann, district superintendent.
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End of year celebrations
The final weeks of school consist of many momentous milestones, as well as celebrations.
Enjoy this photo collage from a few of those end-of-year events

Cosgrove academic
awards

Moving up
ceremonies

Congratulations to Yuryli Hughes for receiving the
Bonnie Seaburn award, which recognizes a student
for integrity, hard work and community service.

Each elementary school
celebrated kindergarten
graduation, with
ceremonies, family
activities, or ice cream
socials. Pictured is the
ceremony at Canal View.

Congratulations to Samuel Hopkins for receiving
the Ed Przybycien award, which is voted on by their
peers and recognizes
a student for
compassion, courage
and kindness.

Fifth grade students at Bernabi, Canal View, Munn and Taylor
celebrated moving up to sixth grade and Cosgrove next year. Pictured
are the ceremonies from Bernabi and Taylor.
Cosgrove eighth grade students marked the end of middle school and
moving up to ninth grade.

Ranger Olympics

Flag Day

For the second year in a row,
Spencerport held its own Ranger
Olympics, due to the absence of
a countywide event. Students
competed on Friday, June 10,
with three separate sessions for
elementary, middle and high school
students. Thank you to all of the
participating athletes, staff, and
student volunteers who made this
day a success!

June 14 is Flag Day, and our elementary schools observed
the occasion with patriotic music, readings and veteran and
military recognitions. Pictured here are the events from
Canal View and Munn.
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The 2022 commencement
ceremony took place in the
Special Events Recreation Center
(SERC) at SUNY Brockport, and
highlighted student remarks and
performances:
• Star Spangled Banner: Jessica
Dickerson, Carolyn Gnage,
Joseph Marcello, Jacob Mellot,
Alisia Nowak, Ella Padilla,
Shaylyn Revenew, and Emily
Sugar
• Senior Class of 2022 Remarks:
Emily Sugar
• Reflections: Kayla Ferrigno,
president of student government
• Always Remember You: Jessica
Dickerson, Carolyn Gnage, and
Ella Padilla
• Summa Cum Laude address:
Abra Geiger
• Just Wait: written and performed
by Joseph Marcello
• Farewell: Seth Edwards, senior
class president
• Closing staff member remarks:
Mark Moon, social studies
teacher
• Tassel ceremony: Hailey Dates,
Ruby DePalma, Seth Edwards,
Emma Gionta, Alisia Nowak,
Makenna Stacy, and Emily
Sugar
Graduation program artwork
design by Elle Dry De Santo is
pictured

Elementary walk for graduating seniors
Spencerport High School seniors
returned to their home elementary
schools on June 16 to parade through
the hallways, be cheered on by students,
and revisit former teachers, staff and
principals. This walk has become a
welcomed tradition in the district with

each school coordinating unique events
for the graduates, and of course, an
opportunity for photos!
This is the sixth year seniors have been
able to participate in this event, which
celebrates this special milestone and 13
years of hard work.
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TO OUR CLASS OF 2022!
Three students honored for senior projects
All Spencerport High School seniors
must complete a senior project as the
culmination of a student’s formal education
in the district. The project is designed
to reflect the district’s Strategic Plan by
affording students the opportunity to
“passionately pursue a personal interest”,
including the creation of a product, a
written research paper and a presentation
of their project to a panel. Students are
encouraged to pursue a project that
incorporates their academic strengths with
their interests outside of school.
Three seniors are recognized each year
during graduation for their exemplary
projects, specific to the three strategic
objectives. The winners for the 2022 senior
project are:
• Strategic objective 1: participate
continuously, respectfully and willingly in
improving community well-being.

Caridad Cassady
Caridad Cassady
wanted to make a
difference in the
community by creating
gift bags for children
who are placed in foster
care. Her research
showed that children
are often placed in foster
care with nothing but the clothes they are
wearing. Caridad researched what specific
items were requested and created a series
of donation boxes. She also organized
a series of events and worked with
administrators, teachers, and "Hub 585" to
make the donations possible. She collected
hundreds of items and filled over 75 sling
bags to give in a discrete way. She also
collected over $500 to give to the Monroe
County Department of Human Services.
Through her senior project Caridad has
created a remarkable connection to the
community by giving to children in need
and creating a positive outlook for those
who need it most.
• Strategic objective 2: demonstrate their
love of learning through the passionate
pursuit of his/her personal interests.

Zuri Cotton
Zuri Cotton chose art
as her topic, specifically,
how art has a positive
connection and coping
mechanism when
dealing with mental
health. For her project,
Zuri created four
paintings that demonstrate the different
moods and emotions when dealing with
mental health. Her presentation and paper
motivated others by communicating and
demonstrating her new learning. She
thoroughly investigated and researched
an interest and produced a series of work
that benefitted her mental health. Zuri's
passion for art was exemplified with her
work on the senior project.
• Strategic objective 3: possess the
knowledge, skills and attitudes to meet
or exceed expectations as outlined in
Spencerport’s and New York State’s
standards.

Joseph Marcello
For his senior project,
Joseph Marcello wrote
his own lyrics and song,
despite never having
taken a formal music
theory class. Joe loves
to sing and write his
own lyrics and melodies,
but wanted to learn
the technical aspects of writing music.
He researched, read, and worked with
his music teachers to craft his original
song. He recorded his song twice. In one
rendering, he sang a cappella, and in
one rendition he sang with the piano.
He worked with Mr. Cheng, the student
teacher in the music program, who followed
Joe's vision for his song, and together
they crafted the piano accompaniment.
His overall passion for music was obvious,
however, his willingness to attempt
something new and difficult despite the
unforeseen challenges is exactly what the
senior project is about. Joe showed this
with excellence, by his commitment to
learning how to create music.

Board of Education:
Mr. Gary Bracken, President
Mr. Michael Miceli, Vice President
Ms. Leah Brown
Ms. Kate Czarnecki
Mr. David Gibbardo
Ms. Megan Sarkis
Ms. Lori Stone
School Board members are elected to
three-year terms and serve without pay.

Superintendent of Schools
Kristin Swann

Editor:

Lanette Cypher 349-5104

BOCES 2 Communication
Specialist contributor:

Calendar
August
9

Board of Education, D.O., 6 p.m.

30 6th grade orientation, Cosgrove, 8-11 a.m.
31 7th/8th grade orientation, Cosgrove, 8-11 a.m.
31 K bus orientation, 9 a.m. - 12 & 4-7 p.m., Transportation

September
1

Freshman student orientation, 7:30 a.m. - 12 p.m., HS

1

K bus orientation, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m., Transportation

Lisa Constantine

1

Freshman parent orientation, 6-8 p.m.

www.SpencerportSchools.org

5

Labor Day holiday

6

Superintendent’s Conference Day

6

Elem. Meet & Greet, 2 p.m.

6

Board of Education, D.O., 6 p.m.

7

School opens: students attend full-day

Gretchen Spittler

Design:

©2022 SCSD Public Information Office
Designed and printed at
Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES
Cornerstone, NYSPRA award winner
for 2015 and 2018 budget newsletters

In loving memory of beloved teacher
The Bernabi and
Spencerport learning
community continues
to mourn the loss
of beloved physical
education teacher, coach,
and colleague, Kevin
Mantell, who passed
away unexpectedly on
May 17.
Mantell had worked
in the district for the
last 16 years, so in
his memory, his wife,
Kelly Burdick, and his
children, Miles and
Elyzabeth, handed out
roses to the Bernabi
faculty and staff on the
last day of school.

